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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-214
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Sheriff
Date of Introduction: February 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, PHS
Date of Analysis: February 26, 2009
Type of Action: Budget transfer; authorization of interagency letter of agreement; approval of employee positions; emergency action request
Bill Summary: The bill transfers $600,000 in budgeted Jacksonville Journey funding to the Sheriff’s Office for the ex-offender re-entry program and authorizes the City to enter into an interagency letter of agreement with the Sheriff for operation of the Jacksonville Re-Entry Center Portal.  The bill approves funding of 7 positions (a manager and 6 resource specialists) in the Sheriff’s Office budget with Jacksonville Journey funds.  The bill requests emergency approval in order to move the funds from the Journey account to the Sheriff’s Office budget so that the Journey may assume funding for the office, freeing up JSO funding for other uses.
Background Information: The Jacksonville Re-Entry Center (JREC) is an existing agency within the Sheriff’s Office that serves as the first point of contact for ex-offenders locating in Jacksonville after being released from local, state or federal incarceration.  The purpose of the office is to help ex-offenders transition back into productive lives by meeting the legal obligations of their release and connecting them with services to begin rebuilding their lives.  The portal was formerly run by the City before being transferred to the Sheriff’s Office several years ago.  It provides a “one stop shop” point of contact for registry of ex-felon status, coordination of probation or parole requirements, access to agencies that provide employment, housing, mental health, and other forms of social service assistance, and assistance in re-establishing appropriate forms of identification.  
Policy Impact Area: Ex-offender re-entry into society
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $600,000 in Jacksonville Journey funds to supplant the Sheriff’s Office funding for the office, freeing up JSO funds for other uses.
Analyst: Clements
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